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OVERVIEW
 

Contemporary anthropogenic environmental changes constitute some of the most pressing
challenges we face. There is (hopefully?) widespread agreement on this. But what are the underlying
causes of these challenges, what do we do about them, and what conceptual frames help us to
answer these questions? What are the predominant ideas that influence the way we interpret and
respond to environmental problems (e.g., through environmental policy and management
prescriptions) and where did these ideas originate? And how do the answers to these questions turn
on the way we understand the relationship between nature (human and non) on the one hand and
culture and society on the other?

This course is intended to help develop your critical capacity to consider, to understand, and
to act in relation to contemporary environmental problems and policy approaches based in part on
engaging with the provenance of some of the most important ideas that animate (sometimes
implicitly) contemporary environmentalism and environmental policy prescriptions. We will also
attempt whenever possible to develop both the explicit and implicit geographical aspects of these
ideas and prescriptions.

Resource and Environmental Theory: Big Ideas

One of the founding principles of the course is that there are conceptual underpinnings to
the ways we both understand and respond to environmental problems. This includes, importantly,
the conceptual foundations for both problem framing and problem resolution. Often the former
begets the latter. Yet, too often, these conceptual foundations and their provenance are taken for
granted or under-examined as opposed to being named and critically interrogated. Consider, for
instance, where the basic idea of setting aside land (or areas of the sea) as parks and protected areas
came from? Not a simple question and one whose answers may well surprise you. Or consider the



origins of a concept like biodiversity. It is actually a fairly recent idea. We aim to discuss the complex
“lives” of some of these conceptual paradigms, to think about their geographical implications (again,
explicit and otherwise) and to develop critical appraisals of them.

Where possible, we will be reading primary and canonical texts. They may not always be the
“first” or original texts to articulate the idea(s) we are trying to interrogate, but they will be texts that
engage with those ideas explicitly. That means we do not use textbooks or excerpts from textbooks;
we do not use popular summaries or paraphrases; we do not use readings from newspapers or
magazines; we do not rely on summaries or abridged versions; we try to avoid “second hand”
references to the key ideas we wish to interrogate; and we do not rely on policy papers that make use
of the idea(s) in question (though we will engage with the influence of the ideas on policy and on
established doctrines or ways of thinking). Some of the readings will seem a bit anachronistic in style
and content. Many will make for challenging reading. But I believe it will be to your benefit to go to
the source (or one of them!) whenever possible, rather than taking someone else’s word for it.

Unfortunately, we only have eleven weeks to work with (not counting the first course
meeting) so we must make choices. Inevitably, there are some important ideas and paradigms we will
not be dealing with. Hopefully you will be able to take what you learn in this course and apply it to
other paradigms, theories, and assumptions that circulate in environmentalism, environmental policy,
and nature/society debates, if not more widely.

Course Objectives

This course has several objectives:
1. To recognize and understand some of the core ideas and theories, and the principles and

assumptions (often implicit) underpinning dominant frames through which we interpret,
explain and respond to contemporary environmental changes and related policy debates.

2. To develop a perspective on environmental issues and problems that looks not only to their
biophysical or “natural” dynamics, but also their social dimensions, and how the social and
biophysical dimensions are integrated or co-determined.

3. To develop critical thinking and reading skills, with emphasis on the close interrogation of
assigned readings. Particular emphasis will be placed on developing a capacity to read
scholarly writing on relevant issues and to identify the conceptual architecture of those
writings.

4. To identify and consider geographical aspects of the ideas and paradigms we discuss.
5. To develop some facility to write about course related themes in an independent, critical, and

informed way.
6. To become better citizens of this planet.

Course Instructors

Instructor: Scott Prudham, Professor, Department of Geography and Planning, and the School of
the Environment. Office: Room 5007, Sidney Smith Hall.

● home page: scottprudham.ca
● email: scott.prudham@utoronto.ca If you email me, please make an effort to ask questions

that can be answered with a “yes” or “no”. If you have a question that requires more detail
and dialogue, we will need to make an appointment to talk. I cannot and will not get into
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substantive discussion with you about course related topics by email, the main reason being
that I know from experience that it is fraught to do so and likely to cause more problems
(for both of us) than it solves. Thank you for respecting this. If you need my advice or have
substantive questions on topics related to the course, then we should talk. Please make a
note of my office hours.

● Office hours: Thursdays 14:00 – 16:00 , SSH 5007 or by prior appointment.

Teaching Assistant, Hernán Bianchi Benguria, doctoral student, Department of Geography and
Planning.

● email: hernan.bianchibenguria@mail.utoronto.ca.
● office hours: by appointment.

Pre-Requisites

Successful completion of least one of the following courses is required to take this course:

 GGR100H1/JEG100H1/GGR107H1/ENV221H1/ENV222H1/GGR222H1/GGR223H1

Students who have yet to complete any of the courses listed will NOT be permitted to take JGE
331. Some exceptions will be made based on previous course experience on a case-by-case basis at
the sole discretion of the instructor. Students who have not completed at least one of the listed
pre-requisite courses, or who have doubts about their preparation, should speak to the instructor as
soon as possible. Caution: students who have not completed at least one of the listed pre-requisite
courses will be removed from JGE331 unless given explicit permission by the instructor to take the
course. Please also note that GGR331 is an exclusion; if you passed that course, you cannot take this
one.

Course Meetings

Thursdays, 11:00 to 13:00. Location: see ACORN.

Course Reading Material

All of the course readings, unless otherwise noted, are available electronically through the U of T
Library (see the schedule of topics and readings in a separate document posted to the course web
site in Quercus).

U of T Quercus

The topic and reading schedule is posted in the Quercus course web site in a separate document.
You should download it and keep it handy. Assignments will also be posted on the course web site.
Completed assignments should only be submitted via the course web site.
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Use the course web site to your advantage. The syllabus (i.e., this document) is always there for your
reference. Additional information and announcements, guides to assignments etc. will also be placed
there. Lecture slides will be posted on the course web site by Wednesday evening each week, i.e., the
evening prior to lecture. You may wish to make use of the slides to assist you in making notes.

Please note that to communicate properly and to use the course web site in Quercus properly, you
must use your official U of T email address and UTOR id to login.

Please do not ever send me email from within Quercus using the email tool there. I do not read that
email. If you need to send me an email, use my utoronto email address. Thank you.
 

Course Format
 

Each week, you should do the following and in this exact order:

1. Complete the assigned reading(s) for the week.
2. Review the lecture slides posted by the end of Wednesday prior to in-person lectures on

Thursday.
3. Attend lectures, Thursday, 11:00 to 13:00; consider preparing in advance any questions you

would like to discuss during the lecture.
4. Complete the weekly quiz by the end of each Sunday (i.e., by 23:59 EST/EDT). Weekly

quizzes cannot be completed after they expire at 23:59 EST/EDT on Sundays. There will be
no exceptions to this rule for any reason.

 
Assignments and Grading

 
This class does not require a great deal of writing or research work on your part. That is because I
want you to focus on reading carefully and thinking critically and actively about what you read. I do,
however, have fairly high expectations of the quality of written work that you do submit. As a matter
of policy, I do not read between the lines when it comes to engaging with your writing, and I instruct
the TAs not to do so. We do not project into your prose our own knowledge of the subject (though
we will take issue on that basis when appropriate) in order to guess what you are trying to say. Put
differently, if we feel that you are being unclear or vague or imprecise in your phrasing, we will not
guess your meaning. So, you should write with an “imagined” non-specialist audience in mind, not
us!

If you are concerned about your writing, I highly recommend that you make an appointment with
one of the Writing Centres (see below) as soon as possible to consult with people there on how to
improve your writing in this course and in your other courses.

In addition, one of the core emphases in this class, aside from learning the substantive content, is to
help you to develop the capacity to read more carefully and critically. It is a major focus and one of
the reasons that I have not assigned a research paper in the course. It is very important to complete
the assigned readings each week and to follow along with the lecture materials on a regular basis.
The lectures do build on the assigned readings, but the assigned readings in this course may be
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difficult at times for many of you. In some cases, I have assigned readings that express views quite
different from what you will get from me in the lecture materials (e.g., I may disagree rather
vehemently with some of the assigned readings and I will explain why), so you need to read the
assigned readings and prior to lecture each week and come to class (it does matter) ready to talk
about them. They should add depth to your understanding of the material. Completing the readings,
coming to the lecture, and actively participating in discussion during the lecture session will help you
to complete the quizzes and the assignments.

Evaluation in the course is based on two components:
 
1. Two critical reading assignments based on specified readings (to be specified) worth 25

percent each for a total of 50 percent of the course grade (see below; additional details
for these assignments will be posted on the course web space in Quercus).

2. Eleven weekly quizzes worth 5 percent each for a total of 50 percent (we count your best
ten), to be completed by 23:59 Toronto time each Sunday.

 
For important sessional dates, see the Faculty of Arts & Science sessional dates for Fall 2023.

Critical Reading Assignments (two worth 25 percent each):

On two occasions, you will be asked to read a piece that I assign and then to respond to some
questions about the reading, putting into practice some of the skills we are (hopefully) learning in the
course. This will entail, among other things, identifying what you think is the main argument or
point of the article. You will also identify the basic organization of the argument, supporting
evidence provided or empirical claims made in relation to the argument, and what key concepts are
developed and used to support the argument. More details will be provided in class and via an
assignment document posted on the course web site in Quercus.

The first assignment is due by electronic submission via Quercus not later than 23:59 EDT on
Sunday, October 22nd, 2023. Assignments received after the deadline are late.

The second assignment is due by electronic submission via Quercus no later than 23:59 EST on
Wednesday, December 20th, 2023. Assignments received after the deadline are late.

 
 

Assignment Submission and Late Penalties

Assignments must be submitted electronically by 23:59 EDT/ESTon the due date via the course site
in Quercus. Hard copies will not be accepted unless you have cleared that with me in advance. This
is in part for your protection! If you experience technical problems with Quercus, then email me
your assignment directly and cc yourself.

● Please submit your assignments in .doc format, .rtf format, or .pdf format.
● Name your files in the following manner: Lastname_Firstname_assignment (e.g.,

Prudham_Scott_assignment1).
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● All assignments must be formatted with at least 2.5 cm margins on all sides, and must be
double spaced.

● Pages should be numbered.
● Your name should be on every page of the assignment, as should the course name and code

(number). I suggest using footers for this.

Late assignments will be penalized at a rate of 5% of the value of the assignment (i.e., the total
points, not your score) per day of lateness. Weekends count as one day (e.g., if an assignment is due
Friday before 23:59 Toronto time and it is submitted Sunday before 23:59 Toronto time, that is one
day late.

Missed Term Work or Tests

Students are expected to complete all assignments within the time frames and by the dates indicated
in this outline. Exemption or deferral of an assignment or examination is only permitted for a
medical or personal emergency or due to religious observance. Please notify me if you anticipate any
problems in meeting the deadlines outlined here.

Standard forms of U of T documentation will be required for all extensions and absences. You may
find guidance on how to declare an absence and to request consideration on missed course work
here.

Checking for Textual Similarities and Possible Plagiarism in Submitted Work

Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays to the University’s plagiarism
detection tool for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so,
students will allow their essays to be included as source documents in the tool’s reference database,
where they will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the
University’s use of this tool are described on the Centre for Teaching Support & Innovation web site
(https://uoft.me/pdt-faq (Links to an external site).

Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)

AI is here, seemingly to stay. We will not be pretending it does not exist. For one thing, I do not
think doing so would be at all consistent with the spirit of inquiry and examination otherwise
encouraged in this course. For another thing, doing so would be rather naïve and quite likely highly
unfair to some students in the course.

That said, unauthorized or inappropriate use of generative AI tools for scholarly work at the
University of Toronto may be considered an offence under the Code of Behaviour on Academic
Matters.

In this course, please understand the following:

● If you use artificial intelligence tools, including generative AI, as learning aids or to help
produce an assignment, then you must submit, as an appendix with your assignment, any
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content produced by an artificial intelligence tool, and the prompt used to generate the
content.

● Any content produced by an artificial intelligence tool must be cited appropriately. Many
organizations that publish standard citation formats are now providing information on citing
generative AI (e.g., MLA: https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/).

● If you choose to use generative artificial intelligence tools as you work through an
assignment in this course, even as background preparation, then this use must be
documented in an appendix for each assignment. The documentation should include what
tool(s) was used, how it was used, and how the results from the AI were incorporated into
the submitted work.

Impediments to Academic Performance

If you should encounter a situation that compromises your ability to perform to your potential in
this course please notify me immediately. I am committed to your success in this course so please
maintain an open line of communication with me.

Video, Audio Recording, and Social Media Postings

The Faculty of Arts and Sciences maintains the following policy as stated in the Academic
Handbook for Instructors, section 4.5:

“Lectures and course materials prepared by the instructor are considered by the University to be an
instructor’s intellectual property covered by the Canadian Copyright Act. Students wishing to record
lecture or other course material in any way are required to ask the instructor’s explicit permission,
and may not do so unless permission is granted. This includes tape recording, filming,
photographing PowerPoint slides, course web site materials, etc. Such permission is only for that
individual student’s. It is absolutely forbidden for a student to publish an instructor’s notes own
study purposes and does not include permission to “publish” them in any way. to a website or sell
them in other form without formal permission”. (FAS Academic Handbook for Instructors)

Thus, you are NOT permitted to make or distribute any video or audio recordings of any aspects of
in-class meetings or lectures on electronic devices, unless there are exceptional circumstances (e.g.,
accessibility needs) and unless you have secured prior and explicit permission from me. This also
applies to sharing video or images from class on any social media platform. You are also formally
prohibited from sharing lecture slides and other course related materials with anyone other than
other students enrolled in this course unless you have my prior permission in writing.

Accessibility Needs

The University of Toronto is committed to accessibility. If you require accommodations for a
disability, or have any accessibility concerns about the course, the classroom or course materials,
please contact Accessibility Services as soon as possible: accessibility.services@utoronto.ca or
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On Writing (Well)

There are numerous resources at your disposal at the University of Toronto which are intended to
help you improve your writing. Some of these are tailored to students whose first language is not
English. Some are simply meant for anyone seeking to improve their writing. I urge you to make use
of these resources.

One place to start is at the U of T’s Writing Page.
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SUMMARY OF COURSE SCHEDULE

When What Details
Wednesday
evenings
(starting

September 6,
2023)

Lecture slides
posted

Complete readings and review lecture slides prior
to scheduled class meetings on Wednesdays

Thursdays,
11:00 – 13:00

Class meetings See ACORN

Thursdays,
14:00 – 16:00

Office hours SS 5007

Sundays Complete weekly
quiz

Complete the quiz for each week prior to 23:59
EDT/EST each Sunday during the term (except
Sunday November 12th). You cannot complete
the week’s quiz after the deadline. There will be

no extensions for quizzes.
Before 23:59

EDT on
Sunday,

October 22
2023

First assignment Upload via Quercus before 23:59 EDT

Before 23:59
EST on

Wednesday,
December 20,

2023

Second assignment Upload to Quercus before 23:59 EST
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SCHEDULE OF LECTURE TOPICS AND ASSIGNED READINGS

Sept-7 Introduction and Course Overview

Sept-14 Malthus: Foundations of the Population and Environment/Limits to Growth
Debates
● Assigned Reading:

o Malthus, Thomas Robert (1798). An Essay on the Principle of Population as it
affects the future improvement of society with remarks on the speculations of Mr.
Godwin, M. Condorcet, and other writers. London, printed for J. Johnson, in
St. Paul’s Church-Yard. Preface and chapters 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 10 (these
are short!). Available at:
http://www.esp.org/books/malthus/population/malthus.pdf

● Also recommended
o Harvey, David (1974). Population, resources and the ideology of science.

Economic Geography, 50, 256-277. U of T direct access.
o Ross, Eric (2003). Malthusianism, capitalist agriculture, and the fate of

peasants in the making of the modern world food system. Review of
Radical Political Economics 35: 437-461. U of T direct access.

Sept-21 Enclosing and Improving Nature: Doctrines of Improvement and Terra Nullius
● Assigned Reading:

o Locke, John. “Of Property”. Chapter V of "The Second Treatise: An
Essay Concerning the True Original, Extent, and End of Civil
Government". In Two Treatises of Government and A Letter Concerning
Toleration, edited by Ian Shapiro, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008,
pp. 100-210. U of T direct access.

● Also recommended
o Shrader-Frechette, Kristin (1993). Locke and limits on land

ownership. Journal of the History of Ideas, 54(2), 201-219. U of T direct
access.

o Denevan, William M. (2011). The ‘Pristine Myth’ revisited. Geographical
Review, 101: 576–591. U of T direct access.

Sept-28 Primitive Accumulation: Land Grabs, Resource Frontiers and Private Property as
Socio-Ecological Ontology
● Assigned Reading:

o Marx, Karl, & Engels, Fredrich ([1867]1984). Capital: a critique of political
economy. Moscow: Progress Publishers. Chapters 26, 27, 28, 29, 32 and 33
(these are fairly short…don’t be intimidated). Available at:
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Capital-
Volume-I.pdf

● Also recommended
o Kelly, Alice B. (2011). Conservation practice as primitive accumulation.

The Journal of Peasant Studies, 38(4), 683–701. U of T direct access.
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o Prudham, Scott. (2013). Men and things: Karl Polanyi, porimitive
accumulation, and their relevance to a radical green political
economy. Environment and Planning. A, 45(7), 1569–1587. U of T direct
access.

o Turner, Matthew. D. (2017). Political ecology III: The commons and
commoning. Progress in Human Geography, 41(6), 795–802. U of T direct
access.

o Tsing, Anna Lowenhaupt (2003). Natural resources and capitalist
frontiers. Economic and Political Weekly, 38(48), 5100–5106. U of T direct
access.

Oct-5 Moral Economies and Environmental Behaviour
● Assigned Reading:

o Thompson, Edward Palmer (1971). The moral economy of the English
crowd in the 18th Century. Past and Present 50: 76-136. Available at:
https://doi-org.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/10.1093/past/50.1.76

● Also recommended
o Goodman, Michael. (2004). Reading fair trade: political ecological

imaginary and the moral economy of fair trade foods. Political Geography,
23, 891-915. U of T direct access.

o Robbins, Paul and Julie T. Sharp (2003). Producing and consuming
chemicals: the moral economy of the American lawn. Economic
Geography, 79(4), 425–451. U of T direct access.

Oct-12 Environmental “Degradation” and the Importance of Situating Crisis Narratives
● Assigned Reading:

o Leach, Melissa and James Fairhead (2000). Challenging neo-Malthusian
deforestation analyses in West Africa's dynamic forest landscapes.
Population and Development Review 26(1): pp. 17-43. U of T direct access.

● Also recommended
o Benjaminsen, Tor A. (2015) , "Political Ecologies of Environmental

Degradation and Marginalization", in The Routledge Handbook of Political
Ecology Eds Tom Perreault, Gavin Bridge and James McCarthy.
Abingdon: Routledge, pp. 354-365. U of T direct access.

o Lambin, E. F., Turner, B. L., Geist, H. J., Agbola, S. B., Angelsen, A.,
Bruce, J. W., Coomes, O. T., Dirzo, R., Fischer, G., Folke, C., George, P.
S., Homewood, K., Imbernon, J., Leemans, R., Li, X., Moran, E. F.,
Mortimore, M., Ramakrishnan, P. S., Richards, J. F., … Xu, J. (2001). The
causes of land-use and land-cover change: moving beyond the
myths. Global Environmental Change, 11(4), 261–269. U of T direct access.

o Denevan, W. M. (1992). "The pristine myth: the landscape of the
Americas in 1492." Annals of the Association of American Geographers 82:
369-385. U of T direct access.

Oct-19 (Un)Natural Disasters: The Social (and Urban) Metabolism of Risk
● Assigned Reading:
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o Davis, Mike (1995). The Case for letting Malibu burn. Environmental
History Review, 19(2), 1-36. U of T direct access.

● Also recommended
o Swyngedouw, Erik and Nik Heynen (2003). Urban political ecology,

justice and the politics of scale. Antipode, 35(5), 898–918. U of T direct
access.

Oct-22 Assignment #1 due by 23:59 EDT; upload to Quercus.

Oct-26 Nature/Biology as Ideology: The Complex Career of Environmental, Biological and
Genetic Determinisms
● Assigned Reading:

o Livingstone, David N. (2012). Changing climate, human evolution, and
the revival of environmental determinism. Bulletin of the History of
Medicine, 86(4), 564-595. U of T direct access.

● Also recommended:
o Lewontin, Richard, Steven Rose, and Leo Kamin (1982). Bourgeois

ideology and the origins of biological determinism. Race & Class, 24(1),
1-16. U of T direct access.

o Peet, Richard (1985). The Social origins of environmental determinism.
Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 75(3), 309-333. U of T
direct access.

o Semple, Ellen Churchill (1901). The Anglo-Saxons of the Kentucky
mountains: a study in anthropogeography. The Geographical Journal, 17(6),
588-623. U of T direct access.

Nov-2 Environmental Governance Through Metrics: Standards, (Ac)Counting and
Objectivity
● Assigned Reading:

o Busch, Lawrence (2000). The moral economy of grades and
standards. Journal of Rural Studies, 16(3), 273-283.

● Also recommended:
o Demeritt, David (2001). Scientific forest conservation and the statistical

picturing of nature's limits in the Progressive-era United States.
Environment and Planning, 19, 431-459. U of T direct access.

o Lave, Rebecca (2015). The Future of environmental expertise. Annals of
the Association of American Geographers, 105(2), 244-252. U of T direct
access.

o Porter, T. M. (1992). Quantification and the accounting ideal in science.
Social Studies of Science, 22(4), 633–651. U of T direct access.

Nov-9 Reading Week. No class meeting

Nov-16 Mapping and Counter-Mapping: Cartographies of Territorial Resource Claims and
Their Contestations
● Assigned Reading:
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https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_jstor_primary_10_2307_3984830
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_wiley_primary_10_1111_j_1467_8330_2003_00364_x_ANTI364
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_wiley_primary_10_1111_j_1467_8330_2003_00364_x_ANTI364
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_1273596331
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_80391160
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_crossref_primary_10_1111_j_1467_8306_1985_tb00069_x
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_crossref_primary_10_1111_j_1467_8306_1985_tb00069_x
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_journals_1293846691
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_38275499
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_crossref_primary_10_1080_00045608_2014_988099
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_crossref_primary_10_1080_00045608_2014_988099
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_journals_1302998014


o Peluso, Nancy L. (1995). Whose woods are these? Counter-mapping
forest territories in Kalimantan, Indonesia. Antipode, 27(4), 383-406. U of
T direct access.

● Also recommended:
o Demeritt, David (2001). Scientific forest conservation and the statistical

picturing of nature's limits in the Progressive-era United States.
Environment and Planning, 19, 431-459. U of T direct access.

o Harley, J. Brian. (1989). Deconstructing the map. Cartographica 26: 1-20. U
of T direct access.

o Hodgson, Dorothy. L. and Richard A. Schroeder (2002). Dilemmas of
counter-mapping community resources in Tanzania. Development and
Change, 33(1), 79-100. U of T direct access.

o Hunt, Dallas and Shaun A. Stevenson (2017) Decolonizing geographies
of power: indigenous digital counter-mapping practices on turtle
Island. Settler Colonial Studies, 7:3, 372-392. U of T direct access.

Nov-23 Certifying Sustainability: the Dilemma of Ethical Commodities
● Assigned Reading:

o Mutersbaugh, T. (2004). Serve and certify: paradoxes of service work in
organic-coffee certification. Environment and Planning. D, Society & Space,
22(4), 533–552. U of T direct access.

● Also recommended:
o Josee Johnston, Andrew Biro, and Norah MacKendrick (2009). Lost in

the Supermarket: The Corporate-Organic foodscape and the struggle for
food democracy. Antipode, 41(3), 509–532. U of T direct access.

o Lovell, Heather, Harriet Bulkeley and Diana Liverman (2009). Carbon
offsetting: sustaining consumption? Environment and Planning A: Economy
and Space, 41(10): 2357-2379. U of T direct access.

o Carton, Wim and Elina Andersson (2017). Where forest carbon meets its
maker: forestry-based offsetting as the subsumption of nature. Society &
Natural Resources, 30:7, 829-843. U of T direct access.

Nov-30 Blowing Up Pipelines? Civic Action and the End of the Fossil Fuel Era
● Assigned Reading:

o Malm, Andreas and Alf Hornborg (2014). The geology of mankind? A
critique of the Anthropocene narrative. The Anthropocene Review, 1(1),
62–69. U of T direct access.

● Assigned Listening:
o Andreas Malm on the Environmental Movement and ‘Intelligent

Sabotage”. New Yorker podcast, September 27, 2021. Available here.
● Also recommended:

o McKibbon, Bill 2012. Global warming’s terrifying new math. Rolling
Stone, July 19, 2012. Available at:
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/global-warmings-t
errifying-new-math-188550/

o Erik Swyngedouw (2022). The unbearable lightness of climate
populism. Environmental Politics, 31:5, 904-925. U of T direct access.
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https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_57754699
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_57754699
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_38275499
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_journals_89067424
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_journals_89067424
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_60625889
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_informaworld_taylorfrancis_310_1080_2201473X_2016_1186311
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_37946532
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_58814888
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_37305149
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_swepub_primary_oai_lup_lub_lu_se_7df1d450_5acd_443f_a75b_857a38107fff
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_crossref_primary_10_1177_2053019613516291
https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/political-scene/andreas-malm-on-the-environmental-movement-and-intelligent-sabotage
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-188550/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-188550/
https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_journals_2708895880


o Wolf , Johanna, Katrina Brown and Declan Conway (2009). Ecological
citizenship and climate change: perceptions and practice. Environmental
Politics, 18:4, 503-521. U of T direct access.

Dec-20 Assignment 2 due by 23:59 EST; upload to Quercus
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https://librarysearch.library.utoronto.ca/permalink/01UTORONTO_INST/fedca1/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_1439222482
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